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As one of the nation’s leading high school
educators,Mark Schoeffel will serve as the
Founding Head of The Nueva School’s
new high school, which opens August
2013 with its inaugural freshman class.
Schoeffel joins Nueva from The Ship-

ley School in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania,
where he has been Head of the Upper
School since 2006. Prior to that, Schoeffel
spent 12 years in a number of roles at The
Lawrenceville School, a co-ed boarding

and day school in
Lawrenceville,
New Jersey.

“Mark shares amindset, a cultural com-
mitment, and an optimism for the task
ahead and will be a great asset to our com-
munity,” explains Nueva ExecutiveDirector
Diane Rosenberg, who welcomes Schoef-
fel in his dual role as Assistant Head of
School K-12 as well.

Schoeffel, a native of Toronto, attended
Harvard College, has a master’s degree in
education from Harvard University and
was a doctoral candidate at the University
ofChicago.He ismarried toLaura andhas
three children,Eleanor,Henry, and Lucy.
“The ambition of this project and the

passion of the people supporting it are
extraordinary,” Schoeffel says. “I look for-
ward to welcoming our first students in the
fall of 2013 and the adventure that we will
share together in building this dynamic
new high school.”

Michael Spector doesn’t sit still.His years of
playing soccer as an undergraduate at UC
Berkeley serve him well as he zips from
client to client and to financial meetings.
The CEO of Vista Wealth Manage-

ment in Palo Alto, Spector co-founded the
firm in 1998 after years of working in per-
sonal finance.With satellite offices in San
Francisco, San Jose, Walnut Creek, and
Santa Rosa,Vista delivers a comprehensive
suite of financial services to high net-worth
individuals and trusts.
“I wanted a business model where we

became the family’sCFO,”explainsSpector.
“Your wealth plan should revolve around
your needs, goals, personality, and risk pro-
file,” he advises. “Our job is tomake sure we
structure your investments with the highest
probability of achieving those goals with the
lowest exposure to risk.”
A father of son Ben (15), and daughter

Kamden (14), and husband to Kathryn for
20 years, Spector’s experience balancing
budgets helps keep his personal priorities
balanced as well. “My free time is spent
with my family,” he says. In addition to
residing on the boards of Vista and BPM,
Spector is on the board for The Menlowe
Ballet, a newly formed dance company
based in Menlo Park, which Spector has
enjoyed promoting.
Spector’s advice for financial success

harkens back to his days on the soccer field:
“Stay true to your goals, be diversified, and
don’t chase returns.”

THE LIST

Nob Hill welcomes a new plastic surgeon
to town—onewith amission to help disad-
vantaged children with disfiguring facial
features. Having spearheaded various trips
to perform greatly needed surgery in un-
derprivileged areas of South America, Dr.
Jordan Deschamps-Braly is launching a
foundation to offer treatment for children
here in the States with craniofacial condi-
tions who otherwise could neither afford,
nor have easy access to, this type of world-
class service.

“One in 700 kids in the U.S. today is
affected by a craniofacial condition of some
kind,” says Dr. Deschamps-Braly. “The
problems may range from a baby’s cleft
palate to a kid whose ears stick out, and
their insurance will not pay for it because it
is not deemed essential surgery.
“The more aesthetic problems are

particularly difficult for vulnerable chil-
dren because, if left untreated, they fre-
quently are bullied and ridiculed in their
early school-age years,” he says.
Dr. Deschamps-Braly is proud to sup-

port various arts and medical charities and
universities, including his alma mater, the
University of Oklahoma Medical Center,
where he still maintains a part-time faculty
position. The good doctor also supports
local cultural arts with contributions to the
San Francisco Ballet and SFMOMA.�

Mark
SCHOEFFEL

Michael
SPECTOR

Jordan
DESCHAMPS

BRALY

People to Know

A

cmstaff
Highlight


