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W
e’ve all dreamed about it—a house in
the country, a cozy ski cabin, a little
place by the beach. But the home-
owners in this issue of Gentry Home
have actually taken the plunge—and
how! We’re talking about much more

than vacation homes—these are dream homes in dream locations.
Celebrity designer Jeffrey Alan Marks, of Bravo’s Million

DollarDecorators, takes us on a tour of his clients’ ultra-con-
temporary hillside estate in the wine country (Wine
Country Modern, page 68). The award-winning

mother/daughter design
team of Catherine and
Justine Macfee share a
spectacular lakeside proj-
ect (Tahoe Masterpiece, page
60).And renowneddesignerLinda
Floyd showcases a storybook cot-
tage brimming with Old-World
charm in the heart of picture-
perfect Carmel-by-the-Sea
(Carmel Jewel Box, page 74).

While these three projects
are incredibly different aes-
thetically, they have a few

elements in common. For one thing, they’re all brand new and have
been built and designed from the ground up with extraordinary
attention to detail. An emphasis on authenticity of place has been
key to their success. And last, but definitely not least, their unique
interiors, furnishings, finishes, and accessories beautifully reflect the
individual tastes and desires of each homeowner. Also in this
issue, we take a look at a new book from Rizzoli, From the Land
(Blueprints, page 24), chronicling the incredible body of work

accomplished by the St. Helena- and Sausalito-based archi-
tecture firm of Backen, Gillam & Kroeger and Carmel

Valley Ranch Executive Chef Tim Wood whets the
appetite with a late-harvest recipe for pinot noir-
braised lamb shanks (Chef’s Recipe, page 30).

Along with our own Jill Layman, design guru
Jonathan Adler discusses his ideas for festive entertain-

ing and accessorizing with whimsy.
Finally, we are proud to be the media sponsor for the Junior

League of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula’s Finishing Touches Holiday
Home Tour & Boutique. Four delightful private estates in Ather-
ton and Menlo Park will be included as part of this year’s highly
anticipated tour. The homes will be dressed to the nines in festive
finery by some of the Peninsula’s top interior designers and floral
artists. Ticket holders will pick up shuttles at the Four Seasons
Silicon Valley and can stop in to enjoy the Junior League boutique
and other not-to-be-missed special events. For all of the details,
please turn to our exclusive program on page 32.

And, from all of us atGentryHome, we wish you and your fami-
lies a very happy and healthy holiday season!
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Set on a pristine stretch of shore at Rubicon Bay, this gem of a property wowed
its current owners the first moment they set eyes on it. The existing home, how-
ever, was lackluster at best. The owners hired architect Don Fulda of
Ward-Young Architecture and interior designers Catherine Macfee and her
daughter Justine to give the home a top-to-bottom makeover. The results are
nothing less than stunning.

Fulda took the home down to its foundation and started again. Utilizing the existing foot-
print, he masterfully designed a new 3,500-square-foot structure that is a delightful combination
of old-school classic Tahoe with thoroughly modern convenience. Catherine and Justine
worked closely with the architect and builder to select distinctive finishes that would enhance
the home’s design at every turn.

“We tried to keep the shell classic but add fun, young, and whimsical touches,” recalls Cather-
ine. The home’s fabulous kitchen with its massive dining table is a case in point. The rich cabinetry
by Christopher Peacock, ringing the space, is clad in an elegant pale ivory, but the central island
is painted a deep cinnamon, giving the kitchen a jolt of exuberance. A rough limestone tile against
the backsplash reinforces the High Sierra setting. “It’s important that our interiors speak to their
location,” notes Justine. “A city kitchen just wouldn’t look right in Tahoe, and we remind our
clients of that throughout the process.”

“The dining table,” notes Catherine, “is the only one in the home. It can accommodate up
to 12 people comfortably. We designed it to be beautiful and durable with tough fabrics that
can stand up to kids, pets, and more. Ultimately, it’s a gathering space for busy breakfasts and
long, cozy dinners.”

The living room and family room are filled with oversized furnishings in a rich array of leathers,
chenilles, and wool blends. Quirky touches, like an antique airplane propeller and vintage tap-
estry flag throw pillows, give the home a personal, lived-in feel. A loft with plenty of trundle
beds and lots of space to play ensures that the kids are always entertained, while the master suite
and guest bedrooms feature luxurious touches and sophisticated baths.

“Our clients are having a ball with it and enjoying the house year round,” notes Catherine.
Indeed, this home now has the necessary “wow” factor to match the setting. �

The design team of Catherine and Justine Macfee
conjure a luxurious lake house for year-round enjoyment.

TAHOE
MASTERPIECE
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The walls in the dining area (this page)
and throughout much of the house were

beautifully clad in fir by master woodworker
Steve McDonald. At the far end of the

dining area, a wall of glass doors by
Nano opens up, allowing for a wonderful

indoor/outdoor transition during the
summer months at Lake Tahoe.



A marvelous loft-like space (top left) serves as “kid central,” says
designer Catherine Macfee. There are trundle beds and plenty of

spaces to play and lounge for the little ones and all of their friends.
The dramatic guest powder room (top right) off the entry “sets the

tone for the attention-to-design details in the home,” relates Justine
Macfee. A custom-made copper basin was set into a massive slab

of Dakota stone. The living room (below) features a custom fire-
place mantle and fire screen doors that, while rustic, also lend a

contemporary feel. An antique piece of submarine machinery
has a new life as a piece of sculpture above the mantle.





The kitchen features cabinetry by Christopher
Peacock with wonderful touches, including a

large porcelain farm sink and a Sub-Zero ice-
box. Woven bar stools are topped with

cushions in a deep crimson fabric embroi-
dered with bison and butterflies and edged in

a combination of houndstooth and leather.





Majestic Lake Tahoe (this page) can be
seen from nearly every room in the house.
In the family room (opposite above), a big

custom built-in cabinet conceals the televi-
sion. The Macfees gave the room a cozy
feel with a deep shag carpet and a mas-

sive ski photograph from Gallery Keoki at
Squaw Valley. The master bath (bottom

left) has a touch of San Francisco sophisti-
cation with its fresh, open feel and clean,

white color palette, but the Macfees
brought in a touch of rustic Tahoe with
split-seam limestone bricks and a barn

door. The guest bedroom (bottom right)
features all custom bedding with a
dramatic upholstered headboard.


