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Miss Bigelow

Though she stepped away
from the big screen years
ago, actress Kim Novak still
dazzled at the Old Mint,
where she was honored with
the San Francisco Museum
& Historical Society’s inaugu-
ral Cinematic Icon Award last
month.

This lively fete, the mu-
seum’s fifth Standing
Ovations gala, featured a
McCall Associates dinner
and tribute program to
raise funds for the society’s
continued efforts to com-
plete its revitalization of
this National Historic Land-
mark Beaux Arts beauty on
Fifth and Mission streets.
The Old Mint will serve as
the organization’s home
base for its mission of
preserving and presenting
the city’s heritage.

The 400 guests also
delighted over the gala’s
art exhibition, “The Stuff
That Dreams Are Made Of:
San Francisco and the

Movies,” which included
paintings by Novak, classic
film noir movie posters
from the collection of Noir
Film Festival founder Ed-
die Muller and star-stud-
ded photographs by S.F.
Film Society photographer
Pamela Gentile.

Curated by historical
society board member
Miguel Pendás, former
creative director at the Film
Society, the exhibition
shone in the Mint’s vaulted
halls and brick-walled
galleries that serve as an
elegant event space.

Among revelers: board
members including museum
founder Charles Fracchia,
Ink Mendelsohn and Rich-
ards Johns with his wife, gala
committee member Eleanor
Johns; supporter Donna
Huggins; gala committee
members including Wilkes
Bashford and Jeannette
Etheredge; Denise Hale;
chef Nancy Oakes; Hearst

Corp. exec Fred Dal Broi;
Turner Classic Movies’ Ben
Mankiewicz (who inter-
viewed Novak) and master of
ceremonies Willie Brown,
who was joined onstage by
Gov. Jerry Brown and Board
of Supervisors President
David Chiu.

Brown joked, “I’m here to
support the museum and
historical society, because
I’ve become increasingly
part of it.”

Muller praised Novak, who
declared San Francisco her
“favorite city,” as one of the
most radiant and extraordi-
nary performers to ever step
in front of a camera.

And a video tribute from
Sen. Dianne Feinstein for
Novak, who filmed “Vertigo”
and “Pal Joey” here, in-
cluded a home team shout-
out, too: “Kim always made
San Francisco, her best
co-star, look great.”

On the road: North Beach

denizens trekked to Sono-
ma on June 22 for a pa-
trons’ preview reception at
the Sonoma Valley Muse-
um of Art to celebrate the
opening of “Cross-Pollina-
tion: The Art of Lawrence
Ferlinghetti.”

Toasting Lawrence
Ferlinghetti, the 93-year-
old bard of North Beach
and publisher-founder of
the beloved City Lights
bookstore: museum Direc-
tor Kate Eilertsen; North
Beach poets Tony Ding-
man and Jack Hirschman
and his wife, Aggie Falk;
funny man and Kenwood
vintner Tommy Smothers;
Ferlinghetti’s S.F. gallerist
George Krevsky and his
wife, Doris; and exhibition
curator and Ferlinghetti art
archivist Diane Roby.

The exhibition (through
Sept. 23) features paint-
ings, drawings, printed
materials and notebooks —
some on view for the first
time — that span 50 years
of Ferlinghetti’s storied life. 

Catherine Bigelow is The
San Francisco Chronicle’s
society correspondent.
E-mail: missbigelow@
sfgate.com

STANDING O’S
FOR KIM NOVAK

=Master of ceremonies Willie Brown (left),
with Jeannette Etheredge, Donna Huggins
and Ben Mankiewicz. 

< Kate Eilertsen with poet
Lawrence Ferlinghetti,
publisher-founder of City
Lights bookstore. 
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>Miguel Pendás
(left), with honoree
Kim Novak and Noir
Film Festival 
founder Eddie Muller. 

Coral, buttercup, emerald, azure
blue — gowns from every color in
the spectrum — by Azadeh Couture
were featured at the recent Search-
ing for the Rainbow fashion show
at Neiman Marcus, a benefit that
raised upward of $60,000 for the
Benioff Children’s Hospital at
UCSF. 

The Rotunda restaurant —
awash in daylight and ornamented
by its colorful stained glass ceiling
— made the perfect backdrop for
the $350-per-ticket, or $250-per-
ticket depending on the seating,
event. Socialites Karen Caldwell,
Alison Mauzé and Marilyn Cabak
joined almost 200 other guests for
the event, which benefited the
Children’s Leukemia Program with-
in UCSF’s Division of Pediatric
Hematology and Oncology. Also in
attendance were UCSF physicians,
including Drs. Steve Dubois, Kate
Mathay and Mignon Loh. 

“People were really motivated to
support a worthy cause,” said Caro-
line de Lima, general manager of
Azadeh Couture. So motivated, in
fact, that during the live and silent
auction, two fiercely determined
women both had their eyes set on
a gift certificate for a custom-made
gown from Azadeh Couture. They
ultimately each bought one. No
doubt, these two women’s cus-
tom-made gowns will exhibit vi-
brant hues, as de Lima adamantly
describes the fashion trend of the
summer as “color, definitely.” 

— Jillian Singh

The Searching for the Rainbow benefit raised more than $60,000 for charity.
From top: Azadeh Riaz and her daughter, Raana; Michelle Sedaghatfar (left) with
Marilyn Cabak; Karen Caldwell (left) with Dana Dowell Windatt; models.
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SEARCHING FOR THE
RAINBOW FUNDRAISER SHOW
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Festival del Sole The
Seventh Gala and Auction
features the inaugural

Meadowood Vintner’s Cup Croquet Chal-
lenge, a cocktail reception, alfresco dinner
with wine pairings and performances by jazz
vocalist Antoinette Costa, cellist Kevin Oluso-
la and pianist Tara Kamangar. 6 p.m. next
Sunday. Meadowood Resort, 900 Mead-
owood Lane, St. Helena. Tickets: $500. (888)
337-6272.

For a list of upcoming benefits, go to
www.sfgate.com/style. E-mail benefits
invitations to missbigelow@sfgate.com.

INVITE OF
THE WEEK 

Self-Help
for the
Elderly 

With guests decked out in
fabulous sun hats, skin-
baring sundresses and can-
dy-colored prints, the scene
looked more O.C. than Sil-
icon Valley at Santana
Row’s Fourth Annual Pool-
side Soiree and Fashion
Shows on June 2.

More than 400 fashion
followers descended upon
San Jose’s stylish retail-
residential hot spot for a
balmy afternoon of bubbly,
bites and a double-header
of fashion shows featuring
summer’s biggest trends. 

Models zigzagged across
the pool on a makeshift
runway in ensembles from
Santana Row’s retailers. The
looks ran the gamut from
vacation-ready bikinis and
cover-ups to breezy floral
chiffon maxi dresses, raffia
accessories and of-the-
moment jumpsuits. Guys got
a nod with menswear seg-
ments by Franco Uomo,
Tommy Bahama, Ted Baker
and Oakley. Models played
to the mostly female crowd
in a range from tech-office-
appropriate khakis and sport
jackets to preppy summer
classics such as brightly
hued polo shirts, trouser
shorts and suede loafers.

Tucked away at the pool-
side courtyard of Santana
Heights, the private resi-
dences on the upper levels
of the bustling retail row
below, attendees mingled at
the preshow party where
Sino and Straits restaurants
served up dim sum, chicken
satay skewers and fresh
vegetarian spring rolls. Vin-
tage Wine Merchants
poured assorted wines,
while DJs spun dance-heavy
beats. Others partook of
complimentary lash treat-
ments or browsed Furla,
Cole Haan and Flying Lizard
Designs accessories.

“I saw the posting for this
on Facebook and I love going
to fashion shows,” said Ame-
lia Ahtty of Napa, who was
sipping a glass of sparkling
rosé. “So here I am!”

— Nerissa Pacio Itchon
A longer version of this

article appeared June 6 on
SFUnzipped on SFGate.

A model in a Franco Uomo canary yellow strapless
gown, top; bubbly and bites complement the fashion
shows; and a mostly female crowd soaks it all up. 
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